
Congratulations to our students, families, and staff for completing another successful school year. We have had a 

great deal to celebrate as well as several challenges and hurdles to problem solve along the way. I am proud of our 
students and staff as to what we have accomplished this past school year. I again cannot thank our staff and 

schools enough for their hard work and dedication to our students in Geauga County and beyond. 

As we end the 2017-2018 school year, it is hard to believe that my second year as the Geauga County Superinten-

dent is concluding. As you read through our final newsletter of the school year, I would once again like to empha-
size our ESC goals and planning process initiated in August 2016. Our goals are a direct focus on strengthening our 

programs and services for our students in Geauga County. We have an obligation to our schools and students to be 
fiscally sound, to have an agency that provides consistent and effective communication, and to hire and support 

staff to ensure quality service delivery. We will continue to work on our action steps towards achieving these goals 

and implement a new strategic planning process in the 2018-2019 school year. I have appreciated the support of 
our staff and schools in providing input and guidance needed to implement this process successfully during the past 

two years. 

I have continued to be involved in the community in many initiatives with Geauga Growth Partners, Rotary, State 

and Local committees, and recently elected to the Geauga County United Way Board. I am honored to have had 
these opportunities to meet such amazing people in Geauga County and to represent education as well as have in-

put in county-wide initiatives. In addition, I am active legislatively in Columbus to represent what is best for our stu-
dents and schools utilizing my relationships created in my former position as Associate State Superintendent. Con-

tinuing to work with our legislature and the Ohio Department of Education is essential in my role as county superin-
tendent.  

Please have a wonderful summer and enjoy amazing memories with family and friends. I hope all of you have an 

opportunity to take time to relax and rejuvenate. You deserve it! I look forward to next school year and continuing 

our wonderful programs and services for our students. 

In closing, I want to thank our Governing Board of Education, staff, and school leaders for all you do daily to sup-
port the GCESC and our programs/services.  

Jennifer Felker 

Superintendent 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

IN MEMORY OF JAMES F. KOSTER 
Jim was a graduate of Berkshire High School, Class of 1969. He graduated from Hiram College with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Education and Economics, and attended Kent State University for additional studies. He married 
Janice Sanislo on July 22, 1977, in Chester Township. Jim started his career in Education as a teacher and coach 
with the West Geauga School District. He then became the administrative assistant to the Superintendent. He ad-
vanced his career as the Director of Transportation with South Euclid-Lyndhurst School District, followed by Director 
of Business for the Garfield Hts. City Schools. Public Service was also very important to Jim. He served over 45 years 
in police service, attending the police academy in Chardon in 1973 and joining the Geauga County Sheriff's Office 
upon graduation. He also had worked for Chester Twp., Russell Twp., Middlefield Village Police Departments, and 
was currently the Police Chief of the Thompson Twp. Police Department. He was a member of the Blue Knights 
Chapter (the international law enforcement motorcycle club) in Bedford Hts. His commitment to community service 
and local government includes being elected as the youngest trustee in the state of Ohio as a Burton Township Trus-
tee. Jim is a past and current member of the governing board of the Geauga County Educational Service Center. He 
has also served on the West Geauga and Berkshire School Boards. He had served as Treasurer of the Geauga County 
Historical Society. Jim was currently the Mayor of Burton Village, Ohio. All of this service was to make changes for 
the better and to improve people's lives.  

1950-2018 



This year’s Franklin B. Walter 
Award recipient is John Wenger 
from West Geauga Local 

Schools. In addition to carrying 
a 4.38 weighted GPA, John  

also worked at Mayfield United 
Methodist Church as the Tech-

nology Booth Operator.   

He was a 3 time Junior Olympic 
qualifier in fencing. John was 

also a member of the West 
Geauga Marching Band all 4 

years, earning many accolades 

and awards. 
 

The Franklin B. Walter All-
Scholastic Award Program 
was established by the Ohio Edu-

cational Service Center Association 
(OESCA) to promote and recognize 

outstanding academic achieve-
ment. One senior from each 

county in Ohio will receive this  
annual honor. Applicants must be 

a high school senior enrolled within 

a public school in the Geauga 
County’s service region. Recipients 

should demonstrate outstanding 
academic achievement as indicated 

by high school grades, test scores 

and school activities and awards. 
 

 

Franklin B. Walter All-Scholastic Award Program 

Dr. Richard Markwardt, West Geauga Schools Superintendent; 

Maureen Wenger (mother); John Wenger, Award Recipient and 

Dr. Ryan Wenger (father) 

LAURA LEMIRE-JANSON 
New Parent Mentor 

The Geauga County Educational Service Center 
extends a warm welcome to Laura Janson, our 

new Parent Mentor.  Laura comes to the GCESC 

already with a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence.  She is a current member of the Geauga 

Board of Developmental Disabilities. Laura holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and a Mas-

ters in Education.  She taught elementary grades 
for 7 years before working in the private sector 

as a legal assistant.  In addition to her resume 

qualifications, she is a wife and mother of three.  
We are excited to have Laura as a new member 

of our ESC team and she is eager to assist our 
districts and their families.  



Geauga Preschool, Alanna Hruska 

We proudly watched as many of our 

preschoolers left our preschool 

classrooms on the last day of school 

and will return as 

kindergarteners in 

the fall.  Our goal 

at the Geauga 

County Educational 

Service Center is to 

p rov ide  h igh -

quality early edu-

cation and social/

behavioral supports 

to students in order to prepare all 

students for kindergarten. 

T h e  G e a u g a 

County Educa-

tional Service Cen-

ter preschool stu-

dents learned 

through play, di-

rect instruction, 

exploration, first 

hand experiences, 

music, and much more throughout 

the 2017-2018 school year!  

 Our dedicated staff recently kicked 

back and relaxed at our end of the 

year social to 

celebrate all 

the successes 

and accom-

p l i s hm e n t s 

that occurred 

this school 

year.  

The Geauga County Educational Ser-

vice Center continues to take appli-

cations for role model enrollment for 

the 2018-2019 school 

year.  There will be 

preschool locations at 

Ledgemont Elemen-

tary School in 

Thompson, Jordak 

Elementary School in 

Middlefield, and the 

Metzenbaum building 

i n  C h e s t e r -

land.  There are still role model spots 

available in these locations, please 

call Alanna Hruska at 440.729.0137 

for more information. 

The preschool staff wishes Patty 

Welch a happy and healthy retire-

ment!  She dedicated 10 years to the 

Geauga County Educational Service 

Center working as an intervention 

specialist.  The staff is also wishing 

all the other preschool staff mem-

bers that will be leaving the GCESC 

preschool team well in their future 

endeavors and careers!  The staff 

have been instrumental in making a 

difference in the lives of our pre-

school students and will be greatly 

missed!   

 At Cardinal High School two of our 
students participated in graduation 

this year – Congratulations Hayley 

and Brian!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Café ACHIEVE at West Geauga 
High School was featured on Chan-

nel 19 “Celebrate our Schools” 

week and appeared on the morn-
ing news!  At Timmons Elementary 

and Lindsey Elementary schools 

our students were a part of the 
end of the year music perform-

ances and field day activities. In 
the West Geauga Middle School 

class two students went on the 
multi-day, 8th grade class trip to 

Williamsburg.  This was an amaz-

ing experience and a wonderful 
way to wrap up their time as mid-

dle schoolers.  These are just a 
few of the many moments from 

ACHIEVE to highlight how incredi-

ble this last quarter has been.  We 
wish everyone a safe and relaxing 

summer, filled with fun and mem-
ory making.  August will arrive 

quickly and the ACHIEVE staff will 
be ready to embrace another year 

of education and excitement! 

Greetings from Geauga ACHIEVE!  
It has been an exciting last quarter 

of the year for our students and 

staff, with many special events and 
activities.  In May we had our an-

nual Rotary 
Club fishing 

trip.  The 
weather was 

beautiful, the 

v o l u n t e e r s 
were very 

helpful, and 
the students 

had a great 

time!  A won-
derful end of 

the year activity for the entire 
Geauga ACHIEVE Program. 

Geauga Achieve, Robin Ludwig 



Its twilight and 17 Geauga Youth 

Leadership students, 2 leadership 

coordinators, and a handful of par-
ents and supportive adults gather at 

the Cleveland Metro Parks 
Zoo.  This team donned their green 

bandanas and participated in the 
14th annual “Into the Light” walk 

sponsored by LifeAct, a suicide pre-

vention education program that 
educates middle school and high 

school students all over Ohio.   
 

After listening to a heartfelt and 

motivational talk from the keynote 
speaker John Trautwein, founder of 

the Will to Live Foundation, the 
team headed out through the zoo. 

They were welcomed at the finish 

by a runway of luminaries baring 

inspirational messages from survi-

vors, as well as the names of lost 
loved ones.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
The team raised over $500.00 for 

the cause.   
 

Geauga Youth Leadership got in-

volved as a result of our annual 
Youth Summit in which the five 

school districts represented identi-
fied mental health of students as a 

primary concern.   

Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) students  
“Walk into the Light” 

Carrington School, Michael Abraham 

Warm weather is finally here!  A 

highlight of May was when stu-

dents were able to visit Cuyahoga 

Community College and Columbus 

State University. The students 

met with representatives of the 

Trio Program, a federally funded 

program that helps first genera-

tion college students and students 

from poverty succeed in college.     

One student has begun complet-

ing her college application, a tre-

mendous step for children in our 

program. 

Another high point was that stu-

dents successfully completed Car-

rington’s involvement this year 

with the Geauga County’s Youth 

Empowerment Grant.  Students in 

the Female Residential program 

were challenged to create a project 

to identify and solve a problem 

they saw in their community.  They 

decided to collect recyclables to 

clean up the community, and to 

use proceeds from selling those 

recyclables to purchase care pack-

ages for local homeless shelters.  

The students met their goal, and 

ended the year by putting together 

the care packages with purchased 

and donated items such as water 

bottles, toiletries and packaged 

snacks. 

Carrington School’s focus on North-

east Ohio natural resources continued 

with students participating in garden-

ing activities at school and in hikes to 

visit creeks and falls in Geauga 

County. 

School does not stop for long at Car-

rington! Our regular school year 

ended for students on May 24. Stu-

dents will enjoy a celebration with a 

small festival and cookout provided by 

the Carrington Youth Academy facility, 

and then will resume classes in the 

Summer School program which will 

run from June 4 though July 27.  

Collecting recyclables 

from local businesses Viewing the Falls 



At the end of each year, 
there is always time for reflection.  

This year, I am excited to report an 

increase in awareness and acceptance 
of our students and our program in 

ALL Geauga Districts.  Some of our 
success stories include:                                                   

   

  The successful opening of Our   
newest STARS unit at Timmons Ele-

mentary in the Kenston School Dis-
trict. Staff, students and administra-

tion have been amazing to work with 
and we look forward to next school 

year. 

 
    Several of our students have in-

creased participation in district 
events:  e.g. holding speaking/singing 

parts in musical performances, at-

tending Homecoming, performing the 
Pledge of Allegiance daily on WGMS 

morning news program, successfully 
participating in inclusion opportunities 

in ALL buildings. 

 
    One of our students at West 

Geauga Middle School was voted ‘Best 
at West’ for the school yearbook. 

 
 

     Both Cardinal and West Geauga 

C l a s s e s  h a v e 

hosted events for 

community service 

members (fire/police department) 

to teach awareness of autism to 

the service members AND to al-

low the opportunity for positive 

interaction with our amazing stu-

dents in non-emergency situa-

tions. 

In addition to these inclusive 

success stories, support and ac-
knowledgement 

of our STARS 

Program contin-
ues.   

     
    Our  Apr i l 

Fundraiser event 

was a huge suc-
cess.  We had 

225 people at-
tend our event 

this year.  The tremendous sup-
port of our families, extended 

families, building staff and com-

munity members is truly remark-
able! 

 
     Sa r a  DeMuch ,  Ma r t ha           

Barcikowski, and Laura Melkerson 

won the Walter B. Horn award for 
Outstanding Teaching.  This 

WGHS team was honored at a 
county event for their tremendous 

teamwork and teaching suc-
cess.  Congrats to this amazing 

team! 

 
    Our STARS Families are sup-

porting each other and 

meeting more frequently.  

 We have started Mom’s Night Out 

and we have scheduled a Summer 

Picnic in July for our families to get 

together.  It is amaz-

ing to see. 

 

Thank you to the 
STARS Staff for an 

AMAZING year.  They are innova-
tive thinkers and continue to push 

the envelope for our students.  
Their time, dedication and love for 

our students and the program is 

like no other.   
 

As we begin 
planning stages 

for next school 

year, we look 
forward to con-

tinued collabo-
ration with all 

s takeho lders .  

We are thankful 
for all of you who support our pro-

gram as our students benefit tre-
mendously from this support and 

collaboration.   
 

Thank you for an amazing year! 

S.T.A.R.S Program, Dana Eggers 



Gaitway High School, Phil Hatton 

As always, Gaitway High School has been a busy 

place this spring.  We added a period into our day we 

call the Advisory Period, where students meet with 

their case managers and talk informally for a few 

minutes.  Mrs. Schmelzer, our social worker, pre-

pared a curriculum with topics such as stress reduc-

tion, test anxiety, and even strategies for coping with 

summer vacation that helped to direct these discus-

sions and keep them relevant. 

Job Training students continued to excel in their 

workplaces.  Ms. Barnhill has enjoyed seeing the 

growth in our students as they learn to be responsi-

ble for their appearance and attitude while on the 

job.  Several of our job training students were of-

fered jobs by their job site partners!  Students in 

both job training and Transitional Options classes 

were able to visit Kent State- Geauga and Tri-C to 

get a start on learning about their college choices. 

In April, our students attended the Career Fair at 

Auburn Career Center.  All of our students benefited 

from the excellent program, but we made a special 

connection with the guest speaker, Tom Barres.     

During the program, Tom offered a challenge called 

the Dream Project to all of the students in atten-

dance.  He would award prizes to the top three stu-

dents who wrote about their dreams for their life and 

career and the steps they would take to get there.  

At Gaitway, we turned it into a Project Based Learn-

ing assignment.  Two of our students received prizes 

for their proposals…Chris S. won an autographed guitar 

and Grace M. won the first prize of $500! Mr. Barres came 

to Gaitway and spoke with our students about persever-

ance and overcoming adversity before awarding the 

prizes. 

On May 18th, we celebrated the graduation of seven sen-

iors from Gaitway High School.  The students were from 

seven different districts and included three students that 

are enrolled in college or post high school education, while 

the other four students are 

headed to jobs or making plans 

for employment.  We also recog-

nized junior Nick G. for his volun-

teer efforts at the Hospice of the 

Western Reserve and Mrs. 

Schmelzer for her work with our 

students.  Gaitway staff members 

volunteered to speak about the 

seniors and shared their heartfelt 

memories of watching these stu-

dents make their way through 

high school.  After the ceremony, students and their fami-

lies went outside for the traditional rock painting and to 

plant the flowers that would commemorate their time at 

Gaitway High School.  The celebration wrapped up with 

cake and conversation as family members, students and 

staff enjoyed the reaching of a 

milestone. 



On April 24, 2018, the Geauga 

County ESC hosted a Career Fair 

at Auburn Career Center for the 

70 plus students who participate 

in one of the Job Training Pro-

grams.  Students from Job Train-

ing East, Job Training West, Riv-

erside RAVE, and Gaitway High 

School were in attendance. 

The morning began with a dy-

namic and entertaining presenta-

tion from Tom Barres of the 

Rocket Factory, a video produc-

tion company out of Painesville, 

Ohio. Mr. Barres encouraged kids 

to believe in themselves and 

make a plan to follow so that 

they can achieve their dreams. 

Students submitted a dream-

sheet/plan after the career fair 

and submitted them to Mr. Bar-

res. The first place prize winner 

received a guitar autographed by 

members of Van Halen and the 

second place prize winner re-

ceived a $150 gift certificate. 

Everyone who submitted an es-

say received a copy of the book, 

The Last Lecture. 

Pictured L-R: Sarah Drewlo, Mandi 

Baggett, Jaina Gandolfi, Tom Barres 

(Keynote Speaker), Bruce Cline. 

After the presentation, students 

participated in a variety of career 

related activities and earned raffle 

tickets for a drawing held at the 

end of the event.  Students par-

ticipated in career and interest 

assessments and job skills knowl-

edge quizzes in one area of the 

career fair.  Students also had the 

opportunity to conduct informa-

tional interviews, or participate in 

mock interviews with representa-

tives from over 20 of the busi-

nesses involved with the Vocational 

Program. The students spoke with rep-

resentatives from University Hospitals, 

Heinen’s, The Lantern Group, Sweet 

Southern Charm, Kinetico, and many 

other businesses and service providers. 

who have completed the job training 

program and will be moving onto 

competitive employment.  We wish 

you the best of luck Meghan, Elena, 

John, Jack, Lauren, Nick, Katherine, 

Matt, Jamie, Hayley and Brandon.  

On May 24, 2018, The Geauga 

County ESC Job Training Program 

hosted the end of year celebra-

tion at Punderson State Park to 

honor student achievement and 

program completion within the 

Job Training Program.  Students 

from Job Training EAST and 

WEST attended.  The students, 

staff, and families came together 

for a fun-filled day of eating, play-

ing corn-hole, and hiking the 

trails.  In addition, students were 

presented with a certificate for 

student achievement and comple-

tion of the program.  We are so 

proud of each and every student 

Vocational Consortium, Jaina Gandolfi 

SEEKING EXPANSION 
 

THE GCESC VOCATIONAL  

CONSORTIUM IS SEEKING TO  

EXPAND ITS PARTNERSHIP WITH 

LOCAL BUSINESSES.  

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE: 

-Providing job shadowing opportu-

nities for students 

-Participation in our annual Career 

Fair 

-Sponsorship or participation in our 

annual fundraiser 

-Participation in our Job Training 

Programs by allowing students to 

work as volunteers under GCESC 

supervision in order to learn work 

skills 

-Other opportunities through the 

school year 



Summit ESC is Partnering with Lake County ESC and Geauga County ESC to Provide Additional Resources and 

Opportunities 

The GOALS of this partnership include the following: 

 Improve teaching and learning for students through the use of proactive and dynamic leadership 

 Increase value, cost-benefits and resources for school districts and partner ESCs 

 Facilitate meetings to foster meaningful relationships with professional peers 

 Identify, acquire and share resources to attract well-known national speakers 

 Share expertise of both content and program specialists 

 

 
 http://summitesc.org/Services/LearningAlliance/ 

http://www.lcesc.k12.oh.us/
http://www.gcesc.k12.oh.us/
http://summitesc.org/Services/LearningAlliance/

